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B.pori of Gideon Well**, sccreiaij

ef the V.ayj,
K-»vt rjErtRrmxT, Dee 2. 1587.

:-i*.Djr)ng the year <?u'. nival fore# hat been almost
exclusively employed or, foreign station*. Dut little
ipxvtiad for it to perform in our owu water*, and the
general peace which ^ae prevailed throujho .t tbe dvl.lisod WtKld baa ca'.,c4 for no Intarpo* uou or active
operation* »» 01 r P'^rt for the protection or our commerceabi»*d. Tbe dtep' ay of a naval rerco bt\a been sutll, ien*.to suppress taw .uued d ihculties, and to every quarterAmerican mieie <ts h»v» buca respected and Aineikaarights observ.V. Vy comtnerc ai nauona, and intarcouiseand trade Lav o l«v u leered.

KXniillT oy THK SAVAL »WIC«,Daring <&.«« yeur the uggrepate naval fore has been e-
CiKcd torVf vessels and four hundred and eighty-»wo
nuua. 7>.e nuuibiir of ve««ela la ccmmia* on bail bee a
je tured tw. l>o, tbe nuutber on tquatirua s»rvice is
ibirteto le s tbun -«t ibo date er try laat report. ' h» fob
lowi. K is a smcmaiy of Uie pruont condition of tbe
YefvjU of the urnr* :.

JV\ Gun*.
?eesels In (qjw&en service M £07
Apprentice ab*p*. 3 5-
R envng enirw.. 8 129
Special and lata 3M
Aiu.cbed to Navel Academy 10 115
On aarvice .. yards and siuiloii*, including
yard and powder tc.re, and vessuie uaed aa
barracks and coU Utrgis 2341

Total newber of vessels in ute ....103 8*
Iroo-clad*ress(>i» l«<J up. 49 l(v»
Ircu-claf w-els n't cu/ipiotod 8 12
Steaai v*rt\)ls uot : ilu jiietod 21 JCtf
Sal.ng -rorneW not uo:nplet«l (old liue of-

fettle nhips)..- . 2
Ou-vr vesstla laid up, gepalriog, fitting lor
soa eji for et'e 57 608
Total number of vw»aofc*.od guns 23S 1,809E.«v»n tiMUsand nine hundred m«ii have *f«n tm-

plovod ta tht uaval aad. «otu,t survey service drnng the
Tear.

...» nnormtM sqcadrox
. J0,'!1 i

4rr**,Jl w*1* apring designated to com-

S^rriinkf nUr.« \«»^,*ur°D- "* Ula flagonthe 1 rank.n, at .Nun i ork, on the 17th of June and

^r1,^ ^°°k on th« Mtbof that mouth.
roii#v-1 Rw AdK"«i^

JESSIE<"<»*.'.*.< "»*»' commander
fry the r>eoploai tbe dtfierent ports ho liu vnitod, <in<l

*
4®v#n"M ""J auihoritle* of Europe, liu be*u of

. ohifiu'tw graltfv.-ngto himself aud to the governmentnad people oftba Cmtod States, it Cherbourg the
Ilil?rrlliaFl^^'t«bLtLa °r Franco, whileAur-Jral Ftrwu Mi mvited to Parte by ttia Emperor.

o° Vk ^ K.b'® Personal attention and coureiy.On tho 30th of July be nailed for Cronatalt.the Ti-
aonderoga,^tjQ.aBjJaig)|a and Frolic composing, with bisftfthn l^.T?^. n>iWh'Ch wenl np tb0 11 '"'o- Ihla
2£?.!2 .w??1 A®f<"c,n force which had ever
Visited the ocuntrle* of northern Europe Utghly com¬plimentary dnd frir/bdiv honors, naval and civil, were
.verywhere-extern*<i international, ofTloial aad honorary
Mlutee were giv<n and roturaej. .'.t Cronstadt the
.quadron *rae vi lited by his Highneas tbe Grand Duko
Oonstaotins the oflicial head of tbe K'jsnian navy; byBear Adairal l£s»oit»ky, aud other dignlUriea, and bythe munteipal Wboritios or St. Petersburg Duringthalr brwf ktay at Cronstadt our oiftcerg .xpenonceU tho
unbounded hospitality and unwearied courtesy and at-
tentioa of the Kussian government and people, whosefrteudrmp and attachment to the United Mates havo
keen so olttn and unm.stakably manifested. Many
.vaued tliouisoives of Invitations to visit Moscow the
ancient capita! and oibor pans of th» empire. UponWaving Cronstadt, on the 30h or August, the squ*dD>nproceeded, by invitet-.ou from tbe firaud Duke to visit
ana inspect the '.ruu-clbd fleet of iiii.-B;a at l'rongsundMoods, wb re.a grand naval review took place. Ou tbe1st of September thoy proceded to sea amid cheering
fro in all the ships of tho two BQuadrons, "concluding "

ilLr? ^dm rxl Kormgut, "a visit which, iro'm
first to last, lias been marked i>y the interchange of tho
warmest frieudl tie-is. and which we nhall alwayt cherish
.. one of Ibo ni «t jdeu-ant remembrances of our Uvoh "

The squadron oucLored on tbo S<i (,f 8ep:etnber offWaxholm, below Stockholm. A vessel wai placed at
toe disposal of Admiral Farragut during hu siav bvorder ol tLo government, aitd ou reaching the Swodisii
.apltal he »*. presented to tho Kt,.g, who expressed the
gratucatiou whicn it giro him to welcome tbo vcsiols

hweden
8.ates once more in tbe waters o(

The vqmdron l*ft Stockholm on tbe 9th of Septemberand ou it.e 14t»i ancborod off Copenhagen. During tlio
run to i*'* point, no I In a heavy pule, tbe full woanung J_J
power of the Irankitn waa tested Hor pc-formanca
gavi general set inaction, aud Admiral Faira-'ut tcays
that ho "Van with eonlidorice «jy she steams better
under full powvr tit ui any fri^.xle n oor service." HieMinister:* oi War an<1 Mir no tonderoil him all tho cIviM-
tie* uii,*,rpow.>rd"n,,g i.j, May in Copenhagen. Onthe my, by invitation, he diue I witu tho itiuj; of Den-
nark, ins iirotiter and hut .io snni, tho Crown i'rtn.-e
and his Majesty, (Jeorg -, the Km of Oreecj

Adiutrul Furrajut left Caponhuiien on the 10th of
S?r,l*at^?r- l0'1 airlwa 0,1 Uravoeena, Eugland, on tho
¦Otb itie lord- comui.-iinber^ of the ndioir*'ty here
telegraphed htm that thoy would bo happy -n rerdur
an/ atinnt.on to h;m aud h;a vi{ttadron tliul tinshl he
.giujable. He acoompanted tbeai on their annual tour
.1 iusj>e. Uon of tho ds.Jit yaidsof Wo >Uich, Chatham
¦heerue.'W aafl P .rujmeoili. Gr iat courtly wai invaril
ahiy exo-nded to hita aud hit otlioers on th 'so visits.
The Prince do Join villo visited Uio Frank tin. and tbe
admiral aud bis f.Uli rt accepted tbe cmd'al Invitation
.f the priuce »0 vi-ii hir,, «t his re id. nco at Mount
l^ebacou. The t1ag«hip harm* gone to siKruwi, riio
.dtnIrai Joined hor «t tna' pJaca on tlio 12 h oi Gctol>»r.
On tee 14Ui bo atietutd tlio gun targat prueuca at >boe-
baryaess.
On tbe lith Admiral Earragut sailed for Ports-

mouth, which point he rcacliod the next day. On
tbe 17ih be eotc-ru.nel the lords of the ad¬
miralty, receiving tbein with full honors, and on
tbe day fo isting made a n>o>t interesting visit
to the dock yard, the guncory ship and some of tUo
Iron clads. On tlie 19th he rt-co.ved his Ui^-hness the
Duke of Cambridge with yania mw»ned, tho r >yal
ataudard at the main and a »ainte of tw< nty-one guus.
Daring bis satire stay at Porstnoiilh a small Meaner
Was piae*d at Ms disposal, and tbe admiral was received
With every ktndnem and ho pitality, not only bv oiltcers
.f the army and navy, l>at also by lite civil author ties.
On tbo 20th be le't Portsmouth, aud on tbe next day

aechured in Plymouth harbor. At tL s place there was
ft repetition of the civilities received at other points ex-
teodlng over three days The Adra'ral sa.led on tho
Mth, and anchored off Liebao on the Sti .h.
Tho despatches of Aamiral Farragut relating to bla

public movementa, rereived at the departmeut prior to
November 1, are given in the appendix to this report.
Rear Admiral tioldanorough continued m command of

tbe squadron nntH relieved by Admiral l'arragut. In
tbo mootb of Decembor, 1>HS6. tho Colorado iert Lisbon
for tho Mediterranean, and alter passing a few davs at
nrt Malien proceeded in Jannary to Viileinuiche,
white she remained uat'.l March, when ene lett for
Southern IUly. lu May aiie wont from Naples to
Tiieate, and rammed by way of UariUagoaa to Oibtaltar
In Jane.

In the month of November, 17M, on a Joint appliea-
tiou from Mr. Klmi, our minister at Rome, and Mr
Pox, then oae of toe AasMtant Secretaries or the Navy,
who was in Homo, urging tbe linn^dlsu pr««ur*e of
one of onr afe pe of w»r at Vlvita Veorhla on a very Im-
porirt!* aiatu-r, t:ie ^walara eras ordered to procoed to
Mat plsca. Ito sb|ect in view was tbo tratisportat.on of
#oba II. Surratt. oharred with bav.ng been Implicated
In thoaasaMlnailoa of tbe tale Preei.lent I. nc i n, to tho
Cnifd States. All. t tbo prisoner escaped from bis cap¬
tors ar.d fled frota the Papai dominions. He was, how-
.ver, retaken In Alexandria, wtitharthe Swatara fol¬
lowed h in, and vhore Commander Jah'ers received bint
.. the 21st of Dwromber, from our --onpal general in
kynt. leaving Alnxin lrio, fh » Swat--.fi..alter a tcdi-
.at voyage, touch njr at Mm and I ant hsl, roachcd
wastilngtoj la Eebrue'7. wliere i.omtnai'aer JeT rs de-
ljrer d the prlsonor to tbe Msr-bal of the DNir.ot of
rola tbta. and tbe ifweura inin vllate'r theresrer m-
tarn <4 to l.isbou and r^'j'ned la K'iroji-fc.i squadron.

K^>re»»t appeals In b»H'Sit of the suftenng ( iiri uians
In Crete taste, fr«m tipe to urae, bate made to our
.aval ertcere. urgiai tb in to w far dofai t from the

Clnctpie of non-interr«'«r *e and that ae>jirailty which
o gevsraiaskt at the t atied States has atu^.- iui'y en-

fmood and oteerved as to repair to that isi^d end con¬
vey to tho sborea of Grvew tr.» woav-n aivj etlldren,
.ho were rep*o«ented as .iaouso'em aod deatlUte, the
result* of tbo insurrection agaiu-t tbe Tarnish autLori-
Wee. K-ar Adm.rel GvldsWer.>ogh, to whom appU<wtton
Ki flrst made for a navo: *i isel to transport the In-

itaate from Crete, very properly d»»'ii!i.>d to violate
Mitral obligations, nor com- us I l'«ri. »ot soUortro
kira to employ a ste< -.or «!.. >.. mS. <t; ; m fn u
Turkish letrllory dnr.ng c.rli war witho t the .-onsont
of tbe Turttieb gavirnwiit klc .**> mfcrro d that tf
.ur tliiik-t-r at t ot-taoiiuopU eutild oi ten i>«rmissloc
of the roverument to convey away the lnfie*<!tanie, th«
Separtm*nt w mid tnterpoeo eo objection to <ho employ¬
ment of a steamer, nn requeetsd, tkough oarsl veessia
are not adepted to tt u>so>rtatlon.

T» i toaiolTgua. Cat fain Strong, was despatched to
Cr^te witb loll, ex|4icit end guarrfed Inatrocttor* from
P'sr Aditi-al (»«. d'bor.iogl to first obtain an interview
with the chief authority of the Isiani, ozp>ain the«tyect
.f bis ris;t to be en* of friend<btp, bnrmony end
hunsuitv, aad, if eonseet caild l>e cMstsed, lo receive
on board a* masy Oreck wi-nvon and children as »l>e roe-
eel roaid see at nods'e, and take thetn to Greeen. In
an inler-ieir wub Omar Pssba Captain Strong c<>mi»a-
mtini'-a si his lofkuetions, but yirralseiofi was refused
ftrd lie w>s Informed it wut»d Dot be allowed vtider any
.Iro .ro«t»acec

BabjeqeeiMlf, on tfcs 26ib JaVf. Admiral Psrrafni
«e pat h<d the Fwaia:»< Comman tsr J«ff.rs to Cre-o.
mis r<(>on* cmfirm tie rep? "sen'Atlonl of Canlaln
B nnj|,«,f th* t nandstji \ m ta tm impolicy ef any
loierferea'e 'ta o' r put viih eltner of the belligerents.
It co il 1 ;aot lie done nltkoul viniatlcg tna a-'uttalitv
wbtfb we h«d al»sys <>b»srv*d, sad. i>hatsv#r may
nave been c.nr 'Jmpnatis. wo could take no aetive
measures with the tnsurr<'i..i<vnt*tg withont an lalustlca
to the Turkish gevsrnn-eat. wbv h l ad scrapulo tsly re-
spect. J onr nation*! integrity aad re«used rei">gnilton nf
tbe rebels when other bat iue gave theai eo.inteaancn
At a period when other rowers reetrlctsd the cour-eeieo
winch belonged to ns, pished as <v-> the roonag of bel¬
ligerents aad extend d to lhe,*e>en all the piiv.lageo
that were glvon le the nstal vaoeoia of tbe f itted
Btatne, '.he Turk sh guvemnient maivsined hoasraltle
faith wUii ns txd gave no enroarsg*wrat to tbe 'n«ur-
reetloa which thr'ftened the etibiil.y of our Unl^a.
Tb» dsspa'chee of Captsin Strong and Ciinmanctr Jef-
fer« are upended to tbis report
Tie follow log veesois now compose the tirepeta

.quadron
Ot'i* Omu

f.-snkl'n fflig'bip) II K? amrook10
J TtnOC..... »

Torndwuga 0 G iard (store abip>....... a
paratara lit

A*t inr entsoeo*.
lit* UUUc *«uedtvA u aw ea«s* p*»l

Rear Admiral H. H. Bell, and hsa »elnforo#4
during lb* ;tw by tbe addioou of the Oneida- Iroquois,
Aroostook, t'nadillaand it* Onwafd, and consul* at Oji
U u. a of the

Gun Cmttk
Hartford (Qaxahlp). 21 Asbuelot. ....I#
Sbenaudouh 7 Mouocacy 10
Oneiila 8 Aroostook6
Wa.huaett 0 l*nadiil» 6
Wyoming .) Onward, 8
Iroquois . Supply.
1ho Piscatijua, one of lh* stsam frigaiee recently

built, will ?.lit in > few days to relieve tbe llartiord and
carry out Hear Admiral &. U ttowau, wuo wiU succeed
Bu.tr Admiral Bell.

Tli# liUlio. uitn into the service by directum of! Con¬
gress. bu been oeuveried into a sailing vessel by
rent ivitig the boilers and machinery, which were en*
detuned as worthirss. She awie I from New York No-
reu<b r 1. and will bit stationed at Nagasaki aud be tuadprincipality an a hospital and aloreship.
Tt.e yaumer it bo« on ber way to join the sqnadron,ami ifc'j Wuckusett, Wyotn ng, Onwara and 8«^pij are

unuar orders to rotura to the tnitad States.
In April last, by request of Mr. Van Valk«mburg*i, tlie

Fr.ited Slates Minister, Rear Admiral Bell proceeded to
Yokohama, bat ing b»en advised that theforeigu mlals-
ters nisitfent in Jupro proposed to visit fae Tycoon, wlio
bad lnrited them to an itlervinw M bis couo'rv resi¬
dence. The occasion being an extraordinary on* la tba
history of Jap.iaese Intercourse with foreiftuers, and the
transaction one -sf an Important commercial and busl-
ne-s character, Avar Admiral Uell deemed It eipedlenttb»t our Mimsitr-liouK bo auei&sned by the dtiplay of
a reaper table rival force off the port of Osaka, and that
Mr. Van Va'Keoliurgli should be conveyed thitbef in
bis flagship, the Hartford. With this latent he assem¬
bled at Vokonami the HarUorJ, Sheuaadoah and
Wyoming, of fcia squadron. Unfortunately the
machinery of the Hartiord became temporarilydisabled en her petsnge from Hon? Koog, and she could
noi therefore discharge tkra duty. Tbe minister waa. bow-
ever, a-comm.vUud on "board the Shenandoah, winch,tu cor.peny with the Wyoming, proceodod to Osaka,
where he was landed or. the let of May with tbe usual
bom>r<*, and escorted fey the uiarine guard of both ves¬
sels Rear Admiral Bell subsequently arrived in the
Haftlord, aud remained wlih tt« Shenandoah and
Wyom.ng uatil the-object of the mission was completed,
wteo the Sbenaudsah returned with the mlolster to
Yckobam*., aud tiro Hartford aud Wyoming proceeded
by way of (bo Inlrad soa to Nagasaki.
Tbe Japanese mverement havmg, in the Interview b»-

twoen tbe Tycoon and tbe mtalatora, slgnitlod lis par-
pose 10 opcr, au (.doltional port «a the western coast te
foreign trade, our minister, la pursuance of an arrange¬
ment with bis colleagues, left "Yokohama on the 25th of
Juue in tho Shenandoah, wbtcb bad been placed at hie
disposal, with a view of examining tbe dilTerent ports
aud selecting tbe most suitable ono for com¬
mercial purposes. Unusual interest marked this
cruise. Tfce Shenandoah reached Hakodadl on
tbe 28th of June, and the first saljte
thai was e**er Died tbere In honor of a foreign minister
was gives on this occasion. Tbe Minister and the offi¬
cers of tfce Sheuaudoah were received by tbe Governor
with marked ceremony and i>ol:iouesa. On the 12th of
July tho Shenandoah entered tbe port of beegata, where
similar courtesies wore extended to them by tbe Gover¬
nor, Vice Uovcrnor and a large concourse of officials.
Nanou was reached on the lath of July, no American
vessel having ever bof->ro entered that harbor, and on
the IT'b of July sbe visited Mikuui and also Tsurunga,
wtiere uo foreign vessel of war had ever previously an¬
chored. Tbe Shenandoah arrived on tbe 2Uth at Ml-
yadsu, tho most beautiful of all the bays visited.
Commodore Ouldsborough and the officers under h'.s

command made surveys of most of these new harbors,and prepared saillop directions for tbe r entrance.
In consequence of tho domestlo troubles In Japan and

to prevent Interruption of our opening commorco with
that country, and especially in consideration of Ibe na¬
tional importance of the recently established communU
cation with Asia by the Pacilic Mall Steamship Com¬
pany, one or more of the vessels of the Asiatic Bquad-
ron is constantly maintained in the wa'era of Japan.
American commerce in tbe East suffered some detri¬

ment daring our civil war. and others have profited by
our mlslortune. Prussia has witbin a few years become
conspicuous its a mercantile Howor lu the East, Sailing
vessels under h»r llag are seen in every port receiving
freigbu at lower rates than are offered by either Ameri¬
can or British ships, snd German merchants are secur¬
ing a thriving business in that quarter. Apprehensions
are expressed that we are not destined to recover the
preenIgo of our former successful mercautilo marine in
the Utiina «eaa, unless It be by means of steam vessels
built for tbnt trade. The arrival of tbe l'aclflo Mail
Steamship Compsny's steamship Colorado, tbe first of
that line, at Hong Kon«, in January lust, via Yokohama,
tweaty-nluo and a half days from San Francisco, was
an event of vast importance lu stoitm navigation, as
well as of lntenno intevcdt to our countrymen in Ka'tero
Asia, nnd was greeted by otir iuiv.il vossals with a saluto
of tw-'niy-one guns, and thoir mastheads were drosfed
villi the Amtrican ensign. Tho establishment of this
1-ue of .-steamers ).¦., without doubt, dostinod to have an
expanding aud bouoUcjul inlluenoo ou liio comtnorco of
the world.

In tiio autumn of 18tN3 Intelligence reached tbe squad¬
ron tbat lie American schooner General Sherman had
been wUvKjd in tho Ping Yau# rivor, one of Hie streims
of Coioj, and that all o. hor olllcers, crow and passoo^era
tvero murdered. Hear Admiral Hell dnpatcbed tho Wa-
chuHctt, Commander K. W. fliufelJt, to Culfu to invent-
Ka>e lbs cir uinstances atioudlng tlio lost or tbe General
Sherman, with instructions to demand ot the chief au-
thorn ea that if tuero wcroauy survivors of tho sclioon'.r,
ttaoy should ue delivered on tno deck of tho Wachusett,whatuver migUi be their nation,titty, and to make such
furttier investigation ns w&3 practicable.
Tho Wachueett anchored new tho month of the Ta

Toug river, on the wc.it coast of Gorea, on the "J3d of
January. The pilot Mcured for tnose waters did not
consider it s*:'>, at that season, to take the vessel to the
I'lng Yang, wlticb wn.s noino llfty miles to the northward.
Comtnauder Mhufeidt had, therefore, to communicate
with the King of Corea by a messenger, secured throughthe Instrumentality of tho chief of a Ashing village.
Tbe object of his vi/dt and bin demands wore thus imido
t.,o*ii; bat no reply to bu communication Was received.
<> i tbe 29th OfJanuaty, however, au oftirer who cialmcd
to be from tbe capital xvas pr*ae:ii<d on board the Wi-
cliusctt and bad an interview with ber commander.
Tbo result was most unsatisfactory. Commander tbu-
fcidt was unable to flu 1 auy peaceable solution of tbo
dltUculty, or tliat there were auy survivor* of tbo ill.
fated ve-jel.

Iu reference to thla aPTa'.r Rear Admiral Bell appre¬
hends that, ''until th* government takes oHlc *nt action
en this enso, oor countrymen lawfully navigating the
seas adjeconc to Corea mil be In peril of life and llnsrty
of person from the barbarities of tbe people and the au¬
thorities of lilt country, who aim at tbo exclusion of
strangers."
ho survey of that part of the roan has eTer been

made. Commander Soufeidt, therefore, v.hll* salting a

re^p mse to bit cominunn atlon to the King, improved
the time In iuaiti..g a partial aurvey of tno l'a loni
rlvor.

1* rncies have occurred lesa frequently tbe current
yeartnjuin ai.rne former seasons. Thoy do nut often
take place duilug the northeast monsoon*. that Is be¬
tween October and Mar. The violence ot tho wtnfcs at
that reason prevent* the ve-sels Irom bein* becalmed
and drives th* piratical junk* #n l row boats from tbe
a-a. It alio carries A neri.au and European ves-els otr
the coast or into porta with too great -peed to t>* boarded.
The reason tor piracies ta during tho southwest mon¬
soons, when culms and eummer breeiea with smooth
seas prevail
Tne Mouoca^y was Instructed to proceed In Kay last

to Brunt, Borneo, and inveitigato for tbe information of
tbe 50ternai?nt th» clrc.iniiltiio.s uf an allegod attack
ou >tncl the destruction of tuc residence or the American
CjusuI at t? at place. On tbe 27th of that month tbo
MHMNT| C' lamaudnr Carter, a:>cboied abreast of tbo
Saltan's palace, oil Unial, and at'tsr executing bis tais-
eion left oa th« 1st of J vie.
In the early part of the yar Information reached the

tuuaoro:) that the American balk Uorer had been wreck-
e<l on tbe *nntbeiv»t end of the i-loiid of Formosa, and it
was rumor 1 that ail vrho were on board bad been mur¬
dered. Commander Ft,biK*r. with tbe Asbuolot, was or¬
dered to proceed to lbs ta allty In question, gain what
information be could In reference to the a flair, and res¬
cue the eurvivord sbosld an/ be round. <>n bis arrival
at Vsl wanf'oo, ia AprJ. Omtnaod»r Kebi<er required
or the three principal outhonuee of tbe uian<t an irnms-
dials lnvet:Vstlon of the ontra^e, tbe s-noro and pun-
hhment o( those iniplicat(d, and tbe recovery «r*ay of
the shlpwrec'.'«d crew wb'> tnrvlred. Tho a-iihor-tlea
expressed nnch lu'erost In the case, and indicated a
des.re to ob» »in all information iniKuble, and to punleb
thc<e who were ee^tged in It; bjt tUey claimed to be
unable to ttfog to Jn^tlc* tee perpctratorj of tho crime,
who belonged to * horde of *n\ sgee that wore not obe¬
dient to tii'lr law* Tbcy repwiuted, moreover, that it
w*« dltacult 11 etnp'oy an ereoitve armed force agatnai
M-. aiies wb > nere incapable of tioldiog negotiations with
civilised people, cu vlelUng tbo Itamed a'e Meat of tbe
autnge, Commander Febtger deemed it nnadvtsabia^
with 'tis limited firee. to resort Ht be stile nieasuree.

Kaar Admiral Hell was pot dispoj f that eo great a
ertmerhould pass nrpnni*h<>J, nud be therefore left
Slungbee In June, with tbe Hartford and Tfroming, for
the purjoee of di>troy!ng, if p»«sibie. tbe Inrklng places
of Uie sr .-a<es who bad murdnred the crew ol tbe Hover.
U Iimi h« r»iv-i»ed lawa he reea'ved >n itoard Mr. Picker¬
ing, an interpreter; Mr. Taylor, a iner.bant of that
p'ace, anti bur Hrusnnir Msje-ty's consc', Cbarles Car-
rail, who were atiiinis to KK sapuy the expedition.
Tise latter gantletiien bad prevlmuiy bumsnalv but un-

sucreeefuliy endeavor d to e->tuu<in:<-ata wiUt tbe
sat agee and ransom any of tbo crew of tbe Rover wbo
jurvNre4

Oa the \3'h *f June the veeeets anehored within half
a mile of tbe shore, and one buedred and eighty one
offers, sat! >rs and matlnea were landed, under com¬
ma-id uf Commsader tleirge G Belknap, of the Hart-
r r> f s .ompanlet' by I.ieu'.woaut Comuiauder Alexauder
h Mr neiisl", tlcat lie'itonani, as sec <nd In comnMtnd,
be having earnestly < »ugbt to go on the expedition.

attar laa iir.v savsges, dreeeel in clouta and
the r bailee palatal were, by tbe aid of glasses. s«*n
ummtoM P«rt es of ten or twetse on tbe < uarad
klli< eXiovt two mites dlataat, their nmsketa ghtterliyi
in the a in. Ae our m> i approacbed the buls the sue
ages, fsmtitar with the petua, d uled K meet tbeto,
<nd, glltf.% throvgn the blgh grass (rota cover to cover,
Ci»i» aved a atrategv ad i >sra«« equsl to .Nortu Amort-
can lutllaaa DelTtenug their lire, Ibey retreated with*
sal being seei by our a*j, wbe. cbar^ agon th*lr c-r

trt'r, fretftieaily 1*11 Into a»<bi>s«aid*#. Tlio detachment
pi rs sd them la this barasang ntnntr out of *igbt of
th« *oip* until two P. M , wtiei they baited to rest.
Wlrie tbus resting tbesa*sf*» iven.y spprofbed and
flr»d uron tbe pa V. HHlHSSltoisauigm Mackenzie
lt»i nedistoly B. toed blraselt at It* bee<l of the comiMtny
c< icmsnded by Llw-naat ^ id' of tbe Hartford, and
<!». ng:r led a cbarg* Into the ambuscad*. He fell,
mortally woun led by a muskst bail, *ud d'sd wbils
.eiog ls*tie to the rear. His lose was deeply foit by his
cenraJ**, aad hi* commander, la com' laofcaiin* bis
deet i, p*vaa geoeroua sad d«served tcbute to tins gai-
ls«it young oitlcer when be says ibe narr could Uo#*t oo
b'k.er spirit and t.o maa of bigl.sr precise, Ue «as
d s"agulsu*d tor bl* pr^f**«h>Dal koowladge. sptiinde
and tact, snd for ssartty of manneru, srhira insp red
tbe etnndence and atfsotloa of tan n»«a, wbtis bis ira-
pet moss cturage imp* Isd lilm evsr to see/ ths post of
danger where b* "as alway* **.* IB tbe advsnce, n
eon»pb->ion* mark and an ssamplsi
Vveral of ll.e officer* and men eiperlssrsd sever*

eonetrokae the b^t h«ie» lt*|U|J 134 1* "I* C'tttyid
wen g»e*raiiy sitssiM "in sn*tMltf .Sbeta te fit at

I U<* t'-Tif-ii, yi-stj^riB^r PSi' mg to is'.ar)

£k ' 5urc!l "* hour* uw i tropical sua.

.rlĴ^0*1 0*®onMm«4 lb# inutility »f
couatrv hw ^f.' **W6Bl » »».«. 4nemy la a wild

baih h'r« v
,9<* uoaooiutotaad to uabuMdn and

*® troop* could have exhibited more

¦2 *£? wart*r* WM on# "> whlca aailora art

«mL ihf^P>/m W'Hirall. tad iha proatrated
«« r..«h

m*a dec11!®*! R*®' Admiral Ball to m«*o
^ by ag*'n landing hi* tore*. They

#y 00 mU ,h*1 **. po"-4-^, t»r burning a
number of native hut* ami In chasing the wairinr*
t"rouea coverte of green Jungle and green graae, which
are repressuted as fireproof at that season-.
The Shenandoah on the way to the Ae atto tqoadron

touched at Calcutta and remained aeveral daya No
American man-of-war having for some twenty-are years
visited tr.at, port, the sppearauce of the Shenandoah at¬
tracted unusual attention, tine waa warmly welcomed
bv our countrymen, aod the military aud civil aulhoruiea
aud inhabitants of tbe place.
*he left Calcutta Dtvember IS, and, touching at

Peeang, arrived at Singapore the 3Ut From Bnsnrire
.be proc etled to Bankok, in blam, and the Frewfo wt-
tiomont Saigon, in Cochin China. At Baakok a friendly
greeting was received Irom the King and hia minister*
On the way to her station toe Iroquois touched at Si,

Auguilioe bay, Madagascar, and at Johanna, oua of the
Comoro Islands In ibe Mozambique channel At Su
Augustine bay his Majesty King Willy waa entertained
on board. He expressed hi* gratldcation at the ar¬
rival of tha Iroquois, tha first American man of-
war which had aver touched there. At Johanna
visit* were exchanged with tha Buttan, who was
fouad well disposed to our flag, lie complained of
an Indirect slave trade carried on by the Freucb, and
that somo of our own merchantmen had at different
times carried bis subjeota from the island without per-
mleaion. Commander Eagllsb left a circular address-id
to commanders of merohantmen touching there, request¬
ing them not to ship or receive on board euhjecta of the

P«"nlsaion. Tha Iroquois also touohed at
?den, Muscat and Bombaj.
The Aroostook, which a abort tlma prevlonaly had

h x Job,Mn^ WM lho A"' American man-of-war
i.h JJ\ ?*!! port fo*1 «"». J* ** I» being tbe
4th of July tbe ship waa dreesad and tha flag of tho a«l-
tan hoisted at the fore, for which eourteey the thank* of
the principle Minister were aeat on board, tho BuRan
being temporarily abeeat on the other side of tha '-'-^1.

WORTH ATLANTIC SQCAUROM.
The causes which rendered expedient the oeottnn-

ance of a distinct force In the Gulf of Mexico ceased
whoit tha attempt to establish an imperial government
in Mexico waa abandoned. A consolidation or the squad¬
ron under Commodore Wioslow with thai of Rear
Admiral Palmer waa therefore determined upon In April,
and, In pursuance of instructions then Issued, the trane-
f*r *** the 241 of May. This transfer disposed
of the last of tbe aavetal squadrons whlob our civil war
had called Into existence. It bad been retained aa a
distinct force two years after all reaiataaoe to tha fov-
orninent bad ceased, In consequence of the peculiar con¬
dition of affair* in tbe neighboring republic, and not
from any disturbance within onr own territory. From
the date of tbe transfer Rear Admiral Palmar has bad
command of tho whole North Atlantic squadron. la con
sequence of the prevalence of yellow rever a number of
the vessels have been withdrawn. This disease haa pre¬
vailed to a great extent tbe current year along tbe Gulf
and through a considerable portion of the West Indies.
At this time Rear Admiral Palmer haa under hia com¬
mand the

Ount. Oum
Susquehanna (flagship). .14 Saco 10
^.Sfl'o 8 Sbawmut g
Monongahela. 7 Marblehoad ""7
Glasgow 2 Yaotlc

"" L
®®f-: 8 Mahaska ""iS
Although tbe operations and movements of tha Teasels

or this squadron have been frequently and aartouslv In¬
terfered with by the prevailing epidemic, I am not
aware that the Intoresta of our countrymen have Buffer¬
ed from Inattention or from the absence of naval pro-
taction. The principal foreign porta within the limit* of
the squadron have been visited, somo of them repeated-
ly, and tbe countries affrctcd by domestic disturbance
or whore there were foreign enemies, hare lnvariablv
had a man-of-war in port when needed.
Vera Ouz and Tampico, In Mexico; the ports of Bavtl

and St. Domingo, countries aMicted with perpetual dis¬
content and revolution; Aspinwall, Carlhaituna and
other places In Colombia, whore a revolution of govern¬
ment has taken place, have been visited by Rear Admiral
Palmer, and tbe flapship or one of tho squadron has
aiwsys been near when the presence of a naval vessel
would be likely to exorciso n beneficial influenoo.
In August last Hear Admiral Palmer had an Interview

at Panama with General Gutierrez, the President or Co-
lornbia, who exnrossod great regard for our country aud
especially for American interests on tho Isthmus, where
the Isithful observance of treaty stipulations he consid¬
ered mutually beucflcial to his country and our own
Preceding and attending tbe surrender of Vera Crux

great Judgment and address were exhibited by ttommaul
dor Ko J, the naval commander stationed at that place
Repealed negotiations bnd boon opened between the ira-
ferial and republican commander*, without final results,
wben, at length, through the IrionUIy ofllces of Com¬
mander Roe aud tho Auiorican and British consuls an
arrangement was niado for tho transror or tho place, it
was interrupted by the arrival of tho stoamerVirginia
from New York, with General f'auta Anna, who pro-
ceuded at once to tho castle, which was lu command of
one of bis frienda Santa Ani:a declared he brought
letters from tbe I'nited States government, aud many
believed he was it* authorized agont. lireat excltomont
lor a while prevailud, and a revolution teamed immi¬
nent, but, by prompt and decisive inea»uros, tbi' am¬
enity was disposed of. Santa Anna lott tho port, aud on
tho -7th or June a transfer of the place aud tho
poaceful embarkation ol tho foreign legion followed.
Commander Row is entitled to commendation f«»r ino

dis. reiton and zeal which he maulfestod. To his aood
judgmsnt. In ooncon with that of our Conaul, tbe sur-

trib lied CrUZ wllboul diiaiiter or bioodsued is at.

The naval station at Port Rr,ynl has been discontinued
and after shipping to other places most of tue uiovat>;<»
naval proj»erty a nalo of tbe remainder, and of the
building* at May Point, has been aire ted. Key Wo<t

squadron
m "J* principal de;>oi 1 or supplies for tiiis

am-TH ^TtA*T>c sqrAOR i*.
The South Atlantlu aq'ia<lrou is composed at this time

or tha
-

G'(n*. Gum.
GnTri»r« (fl»8»hip).,.. Hi Quiunebaue «

Jva"P 3 Huron....; 0
I'awnco 11 tihamokia 10
Kansas. g
Utuiug the year tho Brooklyn, Juniata, ghawmut,

Nlpslc and Onward have returned from tnis eonalron
Rear Admiral Charloe 1L l>avi* relieved Riar Adiuirai
S?«»n ,°,U 27,5 of July- *nd the lattor sailed trom
Rio on the 81st, and arrived at Philadelphia on tho 31 of
September. This olllcor has discbarge.1 tbo responsible
dut.os of hia command witb ability aud discretion aod
the vea»el* of his squadron have boon actively aud use¬
fully employed.
The Snamoicia, Commandar P. Crosby, received on

board Mr. Washburn. Minister to Paraguay, and arrived
at the Hue of tho Brazilian blockading squadron Novem¬
ber 2, 1886. Commander Croeby immediately informed
Admiral latuandart of hi* orders lo proceed to Asun< ion
Tor the purpose of placing to* United Bute* Minuter at
his post.

Objection was mad* to the passage of the Sbatmkln
through tho lines of hia squadron by the Brazilian
admiral, who wa* without instruction* from hi* govern¬
ment, but wben Informed by Commander Crosby that
f'»rca alone would provent too execution of hw order*
tbe Bhamokln was allowed to 'proceed, under protest to
Cumi»rM| beyond tbe l<nc of the biockude, from whence
alter the customory preliminary *alute* of tho p*rs'-
gunvan t^sg. » letter was sout to President Upex. Oo.
stnotlon* in the river m*do it daagereu* to proceed
further, and tha minister ma* there landed Tbe
^hamokin immediately withdrew from the iinoofthe
belligerents. AJtbeugfc objection was made to the pas-
sve of th* fliamokln, In older that ,t should not eerve
as a precedunt, the most rfu ndly relatloos were main-
tamed by the American and Hraxilian ofllrers.
Rear Admiral Godon, during tho month or April

visited, In the Wasp, the (owns on tbe Uruguay river as*
,*r ¦» Concepclon, the capital of the provlno* o( Ktitre
Rio*. The prevalence of cfaoiera prevonted lilm Iroin
®*n"y'D< hu dealgu of prooeediug as lar. at least as
Konario. '

Karty la January the Kanaaa, Commander Welle, left
Montevmeo lor a crui*e on the west coa*t of -Urica.
Thto re*H»l visaed tbe Cspe of Good 1W, Bt. l'aul de
lioando, Benguela and Little Ftah bay. So Auiorican
slavers were heard of at any of theso poind, and from
English o;.lc«rs, met with aloug the cjast, and from ihe
<. ovt-rnora of l^ianUo end Pt. iUlcua, information direct
was received mat the *l.nm*ful traflto had virtually
aoaie.1. One vaaaal, a *mail brig, without name or flag,
and without human car^o. had b«en <-ai.iured bv an
English steamer and sent to Bt. Heltna aud (.oodemned.

WOKTH }»A< IFKJ <QCAI>!tO!V.
Tho North Paciflc aquadron remsins lu command of

P.«ar AdmuiU H. K. Thatcher, and i* coaiposcd of the
following veaael*:.

(.tin*. Cunt,
. 10

d
Penaarula (flagahlp) .. .0 MohODgo
&UHII 5. 11 i^hiaw.

1 Jumi'i owri isiora aud

Ib«« Teaeeis have »)««a erap!oyel durln* the tear la
watching anl protecting tin pmoni ami property
of our couotrruien, ana iho welfare and Interests
of tbe luiMsd dtites to Mexico and in tbe
isthmus, wiii-re war and internal diffkulilea aod
dtsturhaneae li*?e been ttm-uetung, or have to
a great extent prevailed. I hey lis. i a'.*> barn »n-
g*god In a«nre>ing aod exploring the North Pacific

and la Viaitiag our rcc« ntiy acquired possesions
lu the Nonu. Alobg iba coast oi Mexico, from Acapulco
l« ilia porta la the Unit of California, «n.t.-u has ben
U»e Held of operatioua of ib« Kreti. h vcainsi tha Mexican
republic, oae or more veawU of this «<iu4dron bare boon
constancy cruising or In port, aa ti.e W.tcie.u of aur
eoarnryia*a ee<-in*tl u> raqtlre
Toe J.ackawann* ein<- . ner arrival la lbs Paclflo has

Imen mwi Uie time cruising amoag tlm faujwljh
Island*, a locality of graat an I Irc-sasinz Interest aud
Importance^ la May at.e Tialted lbs 1 ,-euch Krgale
ah >aU anl brought to H uiolulu twonty is cn ol ihe
.tll<-«ra and cre.» of tha Unntel Wood, an American
wft*Je ablp which had boon wrecked. naoeutly stic> b is
1x*n engaged in examining aud aurvejhog tbe islands,
te»fi» and repot .cd dangers which lie northwesterly
from tho .^aadwlch groap toitards Japan. M»uy or them
hate not Ixwi aurreye.l. tior their position* reiiahly
e*la')IU. ie-1. Tho acquis,in of Rassian America will
e«li tor mora axlensHe operations oa the part of this
aqna-lroo. and, la ennee on with our Increasing com-
marc* wit): Japan an 1 Chin*. and the rising importance
of the 8tata« on the Pact fin, a mora thorough explora¬
tion and iwroy of the Mirth Pu .!Jo o"oan is Mccreary.

Information la regard lo the newly acquired territory
Is warned, mk" eany in Hie g«.sson Rear Admiral
Thatchcr was ,tai acted to send <>no or mope ol our
naval reatola td vtn-.lt me most important pomta, to
cruise among tha I#anda. auJ r«port in detail In regard
t.» tha topogiapt*leal *nd hydruuraphlcal condition af
the country, iia harbors, predaeuotil finherte*. timber
anl otoef resouraoa. Tbe transfer of the ten '.lory wm
consummated at to late a p*rioJ that but lit.le can ha
accompli*!!*-! until another aaa»"n

In roatoimity w.th taeirisiVa* preciously given, tha
O«e<<^a fa- ta n ftmWMiaa, W*i Stalled »« ocivey th*
a.anaaiaaei* m Amane, m w^aaeal HmMwa aad
Caftan ftMfeMaaC U>1 Rnas^a pot^mi.^!®B9r. lefl

Oaslpoa..
KAMica...
Moli lean.
flu»«(<a«. 10

0 hoepltal imps
% Cyan* (*tor« uad 'aos-
7 piUl ahlp).

8m Frenolsoo to toa» nmk «, um STth of Mptoobw(wSitak
it becamt MMMtr tot oprtog to orier to* Jum-

town, then stationed at h^uu, to a northern oMaato.
a* bad? of be* craw w*r# prostrated with fever, nod
several "»« terminated fatally. the Keaacx, which
¦urceeded the Jame«'x>wa at Panama, became similarly
ailected, aad both v,ea*ei* prooeedod from San t'rancwco
to Bitka in toe mcutn of August.

vouth rxoirio agcADncor.
R«or Admiral George F. Pearaon was relieved of the

command or me South Paeiflc squadron by Rear Admiral
Joan A U-ihlgren on tbe 13tb of December lust at Pan¬
ama. B*t a single change has been made in thl* equad-
ron dupfng the roar.toe detachment or tho atoreahlp
FaraUuuea. it constat* at tbia time of the

Gun*. Gun*.
Powhatan (flagship). ... 17 Wateroe 10
tu*carora 10 hyatic0
Dacoiah 7 Fredonla (storesblp)...
Tbe continuation or tho war between Spain and the

republics of Chile and Peru, tbongb not pro*>cuted with
much activity, baa in aouio measure limited tbe opera¬
tions of tbia squadron and rendered It expedient that the
vessels should remain chiefly on tbe coast and in the
ports or tbe republic*. The progress of theae interna¬
tional difficulties has been watched with iutere*t by
Ke*r Admiral Dahlgren, who has been prepared to fur¬
nish whatever aid and protection our citizens needed
and wbloh tbe law juatifl'jd. Be baa aiao oo-operated
with Rear Admiral Thatcher in preserving tbe aafsty of
transit over tbe Isthmua. The limite of thi* squauron,
* Inch extend westward to Australia, embrace a vaat
field for naval exploration and cruising, and might
occupy the officer* and reuela usefully and with ad-
vantage to our commercial interest* were tbey not re¬
quire In particular localities. Tbe Tuscarora hay, in
fact, been engaged for a portion of tbe year in visiting
Tahiti and some others or the Society Islands. At ti>e
Fejee Islands Captalu Stanley co-operated witu the vice
consul In measures to aecure the payment of awards
made in 1865 and 1858 to certain citizen* of the United
States far Injuries and losses sustained from acta of the
natives.
Tbe disturbed and revolutionary condition of aShirs to

Columbia in May and Juno led to aerious apprehension*
that a civil war would prevail throughout the republic.
At Panama some movements towards increased and un¬
lawful taxation caused dissatisfaction among tbe foreign
merchant*, and a public meeting waa heid by the oon-
suls and commanders of veaeels of war, at which a re¬
mans: ranee against tho alleged illegal proceedinge was
adopted. After some correspondence a compromise waa
effected by which the merchants at Panama and Colon
(Aspinwall) consented to pay their regular tax three
months in advance without any inoreaae.
Commander Bradford, who was at Panama In the

Resaca when these difficulties took place, was vigilant
and prompt tn attending to the interest* of our citizens
and In advising the department of what transpired. The
oommandera-in-chief or both the North and South Paciflo
squadrons, as well as Rear Admiral Palmer on tbe At¬
lantic coast, were informed of tbe unsettled condition
of affairs, snd Instructed to be vigilant In guarding tbe
person* and property of our citizens in that quarter, to aU
tend to tbe safety and security of paaaengers and merchan¬
dise crossing the isthmus, and. for the time being, to
have a suitable naval foroe In tnnt vicinity In anticipa*
tion of and to guard against aerious disturbance, which
might be Injurious to American Interests, but not to in¬
terfere in the controversy In n manner to Involve tbe
government er to violate neutrality. Happily, the dif¬
ficulties passed away, and a civil revolution was effected
without much lnternul oommotlon or foreign complica¬
tions.

SPXCIAL KRT1CB.
In my laat annusl report tt ««. ataUd

friaate Susquehanna wh on special eervlce, having been
ordered to convey our minister and l.woienant Oener*!
Sherman to Vera Cruz. The the*
affairs In ICexloo, and eapeolally in and about Vera Crui,
prevented the mission from landing, and the 3u»que-
hanna returned witn them to the United Stataa. It waa
deemed important, however, to continue one or .oroof
our naval vesaela at Vera Cruz until the foreign tr°®P*
then In that country bad embarked and tranquillity waa
restored to the republic.

. wInformation having been reoeived from Captain W.
H. Russell, of the merchant ahlp Cultivator, that hi a
.hip had (truck heavily several tlaea on a iihoal blot laid
down upon any chart, about twenty miiea to the west¬
ward of George's sboal, his vessel drawing twenty-two
aiid a half feet of water at the time, the detriment sent
the United Slates steamer Don, Commander KjfP11 £hsnd-ler to search for, and, If found, to sarvey this obrtruc-
tion to navigation The shoal was discovered, snd was
found to extend about five miles in a southeast and
northwest direction, and the soundings on It to vary
from three to nine fathoms. The soundings in the vici¬
nity of the shoal change from fifty to fourteen fathoms,
aud its approach is oulr indicated by the breakers or
rtps. Which in elear weatnar are visible for several m. ea
As till* shoal lies directly in the track of vessels bound
to and from Europe, it Is not improvable that soma of
the vessels whose fate Is unknown may hsvo here
struck, and In heavy woather have gone to pleoea. The
survoy made by Commander < handler was publiahed at
th'j Urdroitrapliic Office to Juno last.

The Sacramento,jCaptam Collins, which was men-
tloue.l in mv last aunual report as being on speolal ser-
v 100, aud wiilco has Iteen wrecked, as Is ¦elsewhere:no-
tlcod, vislteJ the Island of Madeira, the Canary JsJanris,the Cape da Vordo l»laudH, Monrovia; Cape 1 almas,
Axiiu: St. Gonrgo del Mina, Dutch tiuinea; Accra, Julia
CotlV I'rinca's Island, Is'a.id ot St. Tlioinas; St. I aulI do
Loando, .-t. Philip do Benguela, Elephant Bsy, Little
Fish Way, Saldanha Buy, Cape Town, Mauritius, Point
do Calls aud Tcncomalle, Coy Ion Pondlcherry, Coro-
muudel coast, aud Mudraa. tVblla at Monrovia C*Ptain
Collins, at the request of President Warner, of Liberia,
called a couucll of the head men of certain unfriendly
tribes in the vlcimtv and endoavoiod to j>ersuade them
bv concisions and conciliation to make a lasting poaca.Ŝngciwi.il the Naval Academy tLis year
wsslsnerthan usual, and, as nearly all
Deeding midshipmen were on foreign service, the Min¬
nesota Commodore James Alden, was put In commis-"on toTtbe purpose of giving the midshipmen
In-.i.rurtlon in t'10 first duties of naval offi¬
cers aitor graduaung, of enabling them to see
forcien ilockvards and naval .aublishments, and for
distribution to the naval vessels to which
i.« i^i^ued. Tho Minno«ota sailed from New York on
the 2it'ti of Julv, having on b-'ard forty-six mldahip-
nion, and she has visited a number of^e pnncl^i ports
on tiiA KuroD^ftu coast, aoJ has pai>ed up the Modiler*

ab. HtoVi.ro by the way of
a« inwall where ail the midshipmen not assigned to
toe European squadron will be detached snd join vessels

°Vna Mtollfgaa^ias been employed la bar usual duties
on the lakes.

^ 0F Tng fucRAMnrro.
Th# Sacramento, Captain Napoleon Collins, wbicb was

performing an important and interesting cruise, was
wrecked on the l#th of June last In the Bay of Bengal,
on the roofs otT the mouth of the Kothapaleio, a branch
of the uodavery river, Madras district. Ths vessel
proved a total wreck, but happily no Uvea ware lost.
Two strong rafts wero constructed during the
night of the lUth. and on the succeeding morning
one of Hum, with a part of the officers and man.
was safely lowed to the shors. The other, having on It
twentv-uine oaicers and men, was swept out to sea by
the vide aud currents, but fortunately thoee upon It ware
rescued the next ilay, sbout twelre miles from the wreck
of the ship, by the Hritlsh mail steamer Arabia, Captain
llal.anttne, who, in order to land them, deviated some
tweuty miles Irom his course. Ihe remaining officers
and men safety reaohed the shore in ths boats of the
ship and by the atd of other rafts.the last man leaving
on the morning ot the 21st. The spot where thev landed
was a sterile beach without water, and tho nauvea could
neither supply tuem with food nor render any other as-
si stance. 1 hey worked their way in their boats to the
French town of Yauaon. sod from thencp to Madrna.
Every assistance was rendered them at these plaoas by
His civil officers and citizens, and by officers or naval
and merchant vessels. and thev were not only provided
with tha necessaries hut with the luxuries of life,
Captain Collins, with his officers aod the crew of the
Sacramento. saUod frcmCocauada on the 17th of August,
la tue ihip Genoral Caul field, aud arrived in New \ork
ou the 10th of November. As it n«ual In such ca«es, a
court of inquiry has been ordsred, and is now in session.

IH .N-CI.At> MlAXT'ivOIKrt.
At the date of thy last report ths Iron clad Mian-

tonomoh was in European waters She passod up the
Mediterranean as far as Naples, visiting several laUr-
tnetliate ports, and returning left Gibraltar on the 1Mb
of Mav. tn ro-ite to tlie Inited States. Hha returned by
th" wav of the < anary. Cspe de Verde and West India
li*tan<l*« and raactit J Philadelphia on the vM or jsljr.
havisit ste«med during her ab.ence from the Called
Status 17,717 miles.

. ,Tue cru'se of the Miantonomoh to Europe and her re-
turn su<l of tue Mouaduock to San Francisco, aro the
most remarkable voyages ever undertaken by turreted
iron-clad vesssia Tliaso vsaseis sncountered every
variety of weather, aud under all circumstances proved
themselves to be sta incb, reliable eoa-it«ing shtpa. The
monitor lype of vessel has been constructed primaii.y
lur barter defenoe. and U was not contemplsted that
tbav Wduld do more than move rrom port to port on
our own eosst The-e voyages dsm .nstn.te their ability
lo u'o to any psrt of the work!, and It '"believed by ex¬
perienced naval ofi.c-rs ibat with alight modiUca.Ions
abova the wster lln,s, in no way inter.ering with their
efficiency in setion, they will sarely make tue longest and
most difficult voyagjs without convoy.
Steam lurreiedTron-clads snd flfteen Inch gum bav#

rev. lationiaad naval warfare; and fore gn governmeata,
bde iiiiing sensible of this great change, are slowly bJt
»ure v coming to tho conclusion that turroted vassets
and "heavy orduance are essential parts ot an officiant
flgullng navy.

^
rotir nsw veasels have been Uunohed dnrlng th#

vear.the Mosholu, of 1,44* tons, at New York, on thoSat 0f December, the M nnetonks, U.490 tous, at ktt-
terv on the 8d ot Julr; the Pushmatsba, 1,44« tons, at
rhtladslphia, on the 17th of July, and the Nantasket,
623 ton* at Chaile«lown, on the 16th ot August.
The conrtructlou of these vessels Wse we I sdvanced

befure ths close of tne war, but their Uusl completion
has not been pressed, snd the work bss been dona upon
them only wbeu it could be most economically aceom-
nlished The macbinery for these vesaets is now bsing
place I en board, aud they wtll be ready for ecrvlca In
the course »l the ensumR yssr The Onerriera, a ve»sl
similar to the Miunetonka. is the Heirship of the South
Atiaulic squadron, and her performance nnrter ateara
aud sail and w th both ootablnsd, has been well spoken
nf Tne Flscatsqua, of the sa*ne elase, Is under orders,an'd wilt eaii m a lew days aa tUo Uagship of the Asiatio
.ntiadron.

rho steam msrhlnery Is completsd tor seven more
vessels of this eisss, but It Is not lbs intention of tne
department to commence their construc tion at present.
A mustier vessel is f»und to be ssore ssrtleesble snd con¬
venient for isneral purposes, and the building of four a
trtite larger than the Nsutaeket has bean coromeneea;
the Aliioma, st Kittsry; tha Alaska, at Charlestewa;
lbs Ksu! a .a, at New York, and the Omaha, at PhUadet*
tdiix Tbeea vassals will lia eomplsted In the fall and
wmtarof Uie ousu'iig year. Tbey are neras-^ry to rt-
nlsre vt 'ssls of the psrmsnent nsvy which have been
lost or wsre eo much usms(ed during tha war thst tha rf^ilrsr rapsir it iMip'dieul. Tbe machinery for these
vcesela s Already compistsd.
Tinre sra asveral ve< -els on tbe stoc.s at tba

rari. apou wft.'cb work bss been wtaclly s..s,,yuded^sad ia a.I of wk^h sarna portion ot ths mschiflery h«
boao idai e.l. At tfc» Jiittery yard ia the Illinois, of 2.490
tons and tbe iron-clad) ssa^uaway, of 3 mwna ^Ali}' . i;;&552SU*SS5r^«» ms » "¦+

taM to 1M0, n4 which when ImwAM fln
only be ased aa ft receiving ahip. At the New York yard
the Ontario, of 2,400 tana, sod tha iron-clad Kalomozoo.
ef 2,127 tono At tha Philadelphia yard tbe iron-clad
Bbakamaxon, or 2,127 ton* Besidss those voaula upon
which bo work la being done, there la at tha New York
yard tha Java; at tue Philadelphia yard tha Antlstaaa.
and «t tha Charleetowa yard tha Kowaydin, each or
2,400 tons, whleh are not under permanent cover, and
upon which » amail amount of work la being dona to
put them la condition to be at least partially 1 ¦¦rntected
from deterioration by tha weather, aa it tiif* be many
yeam before tbey wilt be launched. The Neshamluy
and Ammonoosuo, of 2,019 tons, are receiving tbelr
machinery at the wharraa of the coalractora m New
York.
The appropriation for all of those vessels was made

prior to Uie cloae of the war: and tbe construction of all
bat tne four small vessels whose kerns have ro-
oently been laid was commenced months Wore hostili¬
ties terminated.

*AVT TABS FACnxnSS.
Tbe ezpertenoe of the laat aevon years has demon-

atrated the Importance of more extousive areas and
greater facilities at the navy yards for tbe consiructioa
and repair of naval vessels snd their machinery. O ir
navy yards are tco circumscribed in their limits as well
as too deficient in their moons to build and sustain a
aavy which is at all commensurate with our po-ltion
and character among nations. More enlarged accommo¬
dations, wbero tha work required e»u bo batter, mora
reliably, and, so far as repairs are InvoiVud, mora econo¬
mically executed, shouid be provided.
Notwithstanding present deficiencies, and tha nu-

finished condition of many of the shops and
balldings, Congress omitted to males appropria¬
tions for Improvements in any of tbe navy yarda
tor the current year. In consequence of tbia
omission tha estimates herowith presented under
that bead for tha ensuing fiscal year, whioh will
Cloae on tbe 30th of June, 1MB, are aecaesarily increased.

Beavy's Island, adjacent to tha Kutery uavy yard, U a
valuable addition to that important station, aud when
Congress shall have mads appropriation for ita improve¬
ment, accommodations adequate to the publlo wan la at
that point may be expected to be made. No funds have
been snppllsd by Cougreaa ror establishing any addi¬
tional works on tho island, or for extending the yard in
that direction, consequently nothing has boon done be¬
yond the repairs and occupancy of the dwellingft
Should Congress famish the means, this valuaols ac-
quiaition may be easily trad* available for useful par-
poeea, though tha improvements must necessarily be
the work or years.
Tbe reasons stated in my last annual report for eaaen-

tial Improvements at the Norfolk and Fensacola navy
yards are referred to, without repeating them in detail,
as still existing, and every consideration of policy and
duty calls for the nec story appropriations to place
those establishments In a condition of usefulness to tho
country. In some respects tha yard at Norfolk has ad-
vantages superior to any other station. Accessible as
the harbor is at ail seasons of tbe year, and having a
permanent stone dry dock already constructed, there Is
no reason why the facilltiea afforded should not be
made available to tha country.
The temporary arrangements which were made for tho

occupancy of tbe navy yard at Penaacola still continue,
and tha buildings wbich ware spared remain in o di¬
lapidated and scarcely habitsiblo condition. Kitchens
and atablee, which escaped destruction, are occupied as
reoldencea by tbe officers attached to the yard, with few
of the conveniences and none of tha comforts ol home.
In peaceable times tho work at tbia yard will not be ex¬
tensive, bnt being tho only naval station ou the Gulf ot
Mexico, and there being no large ports in that seotion
where naval vaasels can be repaired. It Is important in
.n economical point of view, as well as advantageous
In many respects, that this yard ahonld be placed in ft
proper condition.

LZAOCa BLAID.
The act of Congress approved 1'ebruary 18, 1867, au¬

thorized lb* acceptance of the title to League Island
"and adjacent marsh land, including the whole of (lie
creek known as tbe back chaane', from the Schuylkill
to the Delaware river, and all the riparian rights and
privileges or said League island, adjacent marah, and
back channel, together with so much of the oppositeshore of tbe back channel from the League lslaud shore
as shall, In the opinion of tbe Secretary of tbe Navy, be
ample to enable the government to have the sole and
exclusive use of said back channul and both alioros
thereof," provided "the acceptance thereof shall be re¬
commended by a board of officers to bo api oiuted by
tbe President."
You were pleased to designate as members of the

board Rear-Admiral Charles H. Davis, United Stau-a
navy, president; M«j"f General A. A. Humpbrovs, chief
of onglneor corps United States army; Commodore
James Alden, United States nary; Chief Engiooor J. W.
King, United States navy, and Professor J. K. Ililgard,
of tbe Coast Survey. On the 11th or April this board re¬
ported tbat it .' bad read with scrupulous altontion tho
go vera I reports and op.nlous on the subject of League
island, and in suitabloueas for naval purpuaos, proceed,
ing from commissions of inquiry or from oilier oilicial
authorities; It lias given a respectful aud eareful'd»lib-
eratloh to the mo3t prominent of tbe controversial
pamphlets written on this subject; It bos mado a com¬
plete study of tho original maps and plans or League
island and the adjacent property, among which are In¬
cluded the early otlginal manusenpt toiK>grat>bic»I
sheets of tho United Statu Const Survey; It has investi¬
gated the hydrosraphlcal featirres or the "urroundlugchannels and basiLs; it has entered into a thorough per¬
sonal examination of Lenguo island, tlie opposite shore
of the back chanuel, sad of the channels Ihom-olvasat
difforent periods of the tide; It has bis owed its careful
consideration upon the relation of all tiro various points
and dotalls involved to the present and future want* and
purposes of the navy of the United States, an.l oxpecialiy
their relation to tho mippiios ot inaiottal, labor, uud the
aouroea of manufacturing power; and reeling assured
that tbeao deliberations, examina.lons nu.l studios,
added to the knowledge aud experience already po*
sensed by Its members, qualify it to form an optuoa on
the subject of League Inland, in respect to tin geological,
topograph cai aud bvdroyraphlui'l eonulilous, in ri tiect
to defence, in respect to tbo practical busiiio.*.i aud wants
of navy yards, docKi and doc* yard* for vessels of wood
and iron, and In re*poct to Its adaptation for all naval
purposes whstorer. this Lowd does not hesiiato to
recommend, wiit> ont'ro unanimity, that League iiland,
the adjaoont marshes and back channel, It g-ther with
so much of tlio opposite shore of tbe back channel from
the League iMund shore, as is hereinafter described, be
accepted from the city of Phllade phla, aud bo held for
naval purposes by the government of tho Ualtod
States.'1
The board also designated the quantity or land on the

opposite shore from League Island which, in it* opinion,
was nsceesary to enable the government to have tbe
exclusive use of the back channel and both shores
thereof. A copy of this report waa communicated to
tbe Mayor of Philadelphia, and he was notified tbat the
department was ready to accept the title to the property
whenever it was perfected and offered for tbst purpose.
After consaliatlou tbe authorities of Phhidolphia de¬
cided to ask a modification of the lina recommended on
the shore opposite to League island, as It wu their in¬
tention to lay out an avmae one hundred an t twentyfoet wide, running tbe entire length or the is and. Chler
Engiaear Kiug was directed to co-operate with the city
engineer and surveyor, aud a line satisfactory to them¬
selves waa agraod upon. This was snb ui'tod to tno
board, of whleb Bear Admiral Davis was cba rmau, who
recommended the acceptance ot the modifica.ion pro¬
posed. The board say in their report tbat bad tbey been
acquainted with tbe plan of tbe city Improvements,
they would have chosen the same or similar lines, and
that "the lntorpos: U>n of Delaware avenue, which is
one hundred and twenty feat broad, between the north-
ern wall bounding the property of the Uuited States and
tbe buildings of the city, ruraisbes that security against
nuisance* and against accldenta by Art which it waa tha
first object of the board to provide."

It is provldad by the act of Febrnary last tbat T^aguaIslaad shall not be accepted until tbo title to the wools
of the laad necessary to enable the government to
control both aboras of the back channcl m complete and
Indefeasible. As the Ian.' on tha shore opposite League
Islaad belongs to various parties, some of whom are
minors, and as some of It Is held in trust, It became
necessary, IB ordor to make perfect titlss under tbe laws
of U>e mats of Penney Ivanla, a* well as to Ox a prtcn,for lbs city of Philadelphia to call for the intervention
of a jury. This Jury has aot yet reported, but la
shortly expected to do so, and I am Informed by tbe
Mayor or Philadelphia that he bas reason to believe tbst
about the oommen*emsnt or tbo snsuing year every¬
thing will be in readiness to complete the transfer from
tbe city to tho national government. Tha city of Phila¬
delphia bas been ready to transfer Leafne Island proper,
on the terms originally proposed, without any delay,
aad since the designation of the adjoining property It
bas not been negligent in its efforts to acq lire a legal
title, in order to comply with the requirements of Con¬
gress.

errs vmt nuMies my** for wavai rcaiwta.
A clause In the act mating appropriation for tha

naval service, approve ! March 2. 1807, authorise * and
directs the Secretary of tbe Navy "to receive and accept
a deed of gift, when o.lire i, by the Stale of Conncetl-
cut of a tract of laud situated on tha I1iain?4 river, near
New I.oodon. Connecticut, with a water rron: of uot less
t -n or.e mile, to be held by the United Stains for tisval
, ,>osrs. On tha 2oih of September, hU Kxcellencr,
U.* Governor of Connecticut, transmitted to the Pepart-
mant a copy or an act pa**cd t>y the Geueial Assembly
or tbat State, appropriating (16 000 to aid the city or
New London to tne purchase or tbe rcquis.ie property,
and making other n»ccsj»iy provisions lor carrying the
art into effect, and inviting me to dealgoate some one to
unite with tbo commiasiousrs to be appoint* d by bi n in
selecting and !»cat ng such a site as U contemplated la
tho act. In com; Dance with the request «r Governor
English, Commodore J P. McKlnatry was dei-iHed tor
that purpose, and in the latter }<art or October he pro-
ceeded to Nsrr Loudon aud exam iad with Me-<rs.
Ingaraoli. Biackstouo and IlollMer, (Vniroieslonors
on tha part or tha Slate, tbe proposed sits.
So transfer of the property bas y»t Iwo madj to
tha government, but Coinmo lore McKiustry roporu to
tha Dapartmeot that tha tract of land wale1) It is prop' ^ed
to seds is on the «ast ahore of tha Thames river, Muta¬
ted partly In the towns of I^dyard and Gr Hon, with a
water front of one mile, as provided by act of Oingress,
and a breadth varying from six hundred to tevjn hun¬
dred feet. The south line or tha traot Is akotil two miles
above New London and tire miles north of t ie i<gbl«
hou«e at tbe entranc? ot the Tbamea The r'.ar.nel of
tbe river sdjacent to tha traot of land «eir< t. d has a
depth of water not lots than fqvr and a half falbomo.

Ta**sri. > or lao* <-tan (Tkah'ihs.
By an sat or March 2, 1817, lbs secretary of tbe Navy

was authorized and directed to deliver to George
W. Quintard, or New York, tor bis own use
and behoof, the United ttales Iron clsd Oson-
daga, upea payment by said yu'uu-d, his
beirs aod as*lgn><, to lh» treasury of Uia Uul'ed Stato*. or
tbe .iiua or soven hundred and fifty-atoe ihnusnnd six
hundred and seventy-three dollars, la purs>i»u''e of
ibl* act the lr-n clad .u«amer Onondsita win, on the
tweirtb day of July last, transferred to Mr. Quinurd, that
gentleman having deposited the amount tb*/e.u . t'Oe iled.

By an act of tba rame date tbe Secretary ot the f
was authorized aad dlrerlod to relsaee to Wlhiaai H.
*al.b, ot New York, all rlgnt, title. Interest, and de¬
mand of tho Uaitod Stales in and to ttie iroa-o.ud steam¬
ship Pundi'r^rg built y said Webb und«r .' airact wnii
the Navy l)epanm^n», upon payment by b.m .oto tho
treasury si' tho United .-tales of any aad ad sums of
monsy raid or advanced by ths Socretary, or by bli
order, to »*ul VTi: b oa secount of said contract. I here
MWni"'! tl .11.. tVewii wm lil* 'tf 'ji*Jvessel, |LM1,0M, wbloli amonnl ha t^oalM «»
Treasury, aad oa r*eelpt fra« Us Aastrtaai trgaturer a*

m< *¦**' ' ¦ ¦ ¦¦¦ ¦:t
lutftrfitummm >L.
vsaaal look ply* wd Mr. WaM banana* her ownerr

THl UH aw INOTiU. ap
Ik!rM ran Stonassall, whloh *M delivered by tte

rab*ia to th* Spanish »utb*ritJ** >i Havana. ud by tketn*
turned over to the UmUd Mates, «u on th* 6th cq
August transferred to tho government of Japan m c
appraised value of *400,000. Siooo ooming iutb < i«
possession she bad boon lying in tho waters of u>»
Potomac, and aa aba was constructed of wood, and 1.*!: j*
to rapid deterioration it unuiod, bar ratant' >n for c a
aervice waa not deemed advisable. Ihe aagclhtlooa Q
bar aala wera conduced through the Uu(. utmont <iii
Stata, and wara mada with tho approval of tao gotcro-4
man1,

TBI RATAL ACADOnr.
Tha Naval Academy ooutieues under the able »apr.-.ii-r

tandenoe of Vice Admiral Porter, whose rap . toge.Ue#
with Ibat of tbe Board of Visitors, ia app*0< 1. Iii#s<%
papers sbow tbat the Academy Is satisfoctor: futfl.il: {
tbo work ass'gnad it ia eduoating and ui Idlntf t i«
ctiaraotar of the future officers of toe navy. -to .Lw .d-»
ard for general Instruction will compare fat .itily vsiMJthat of otber educatioual lustituilous, and o gpcei«)
training required to prepare th* students f tbe Lata},
service ia thorough and artistac'ary. ton wtdiun. i*
facilitlea ara needed, both In tbe academr id ataura*,
department, for which estimates have be- ibmittoJ.
A farther purchase of land and Iba erec;i of adtU-
llonal buildings are also desirable. The d4, iratof
natural and experimental philosophy, e»p"c nee.la
enlarged and better accommodations, and in-) jlplma
of tbo Academy would bo niocb b«neiit»<! all tba>
officers oould live witbin the grqunds of the nation)
Instead of being compelled to occupy verv i11'ereofc
quarters outside^ Two convenient dwelliagi o beaa-
completed during tha year at a moderate cc. *ui tha
erection of ten moro Is recommended.
The Superintendent of tbo Academy, tho Cu! of tha

Bureau of lledicine and Surgery and U.a Board t Visit¬
ors call attention to the Insufficient arnuw- ull for
tha sick. Tbe hospital will omy acoanunoda .; twalraJ
with two in a room, and tha gaily average o: alok la
v*ry much larger. Humanity requlrsa tbat a sit raneio
from disturbing csuaes should be purchased, aa J a gitlW
able building erected without delay.
Tbo new chapel la nearir finished, and tha larga

building dasignsd for quarters for tba midshipmen 19
under contract, to be completed in saaaon for oceupaacjp
at the commencement of the oazt academic yea#;
Tha graduating claaa tba present year aaaMraJ

elghty-eaven. Tha uuder-graduatea wara at aaa front
two to three montha for practice la tha aloopa of-wM
Macedonian, Savannah and Daio.

NAVAL ArrWWl'IO.,
Tha naval approatioo system, to which rsferanca hit

been made in former reports, continues to receive Ul*
apecial car* and attention of the Department, and tha
results tbua far bava bees more satisfaetory than coulgl
bava been reasonably anticipated at tha time the anllsH
meat of apprentice boys waa revived, about three yaara
alnca. There are occasionally mlatakan ideas on tha
part of paranta and gaard iana aa to the end to bo tt»
tamed bv enlia' meat, but by far the gr*aiar proportloi
wall as tba apnronticea themselves, bava a juat appi
atlon of the beneflts to be received. Tho education oi
tha boya aa aaunien doc3 not oaaaa with their transit!
from the apprentice ships to sea-going vaasoie. Tr
In servic* on board our men-of-war ara being odu<
and prepared lor the higher duties of seam.tnsbip,
such as identify theuitelvea with Ida navy by twenty*
years' service, become beneficiaries nndar tha act off
March 2, 1867, and are provided for ia ace. By it*
policy the government is giving a stimulus to a long
desired and greatly needed Improvement In tho moral
and intellectual character or tba aaamen of tbo country*
and eetablisbing among them an abiding attachment foi
tba naval service. ^
Tbe authorized annual number of appren'loea for Ms

mission to tbe Naval Academy, though this year Ips
craaaad to tan, was selected without difficulty by <

petitlve examination from those who wore .llL
under th* law; and several others, wb* were nomiaa
from tb* schooisbin by members of Congress, passed iha
required examination.
The Increasing number of applicanta for enlist®

rendered nacoaaary an increase in tbe faoiiltlea for I
atruction, and accordingly the sloops-of-war Portsmouth*
and Saratoga bava been put in commiesion, and, wttln
the Sabine, will be nsod exc ualvely as apprenticj ablpa.
The station of tbe Sabine is at New Ixmdon and violnltjrk
tbe Portsmouth will be in Hampton Roads and Cheat*
peake Hay, and the Saratoga in New York.

StAMBX.
I have, heretofore, repea'edly Invited attention to tho

Importance of legislation to improve tbe condition of
our seamen both in the naval and mercantile eervtca^
and 1 again ask a recurrence to those suggest ona, par*
ticulariy to thoso mad) in my last annual report. Tha
apprenticeships will gradually furnish a c In* of meat
aductted to tho uaval aarvica, and every roaionaola tn^
ducomout should oo held out to them to continue lt|
that branch of sea Ufa In which the; have been trained^
Tba longer n Bcamsn co itinues In the navy the morel
valuable be becomes, and it is worthy of consideration!
whether In li'u of the bounty now paid ior iua re^
enlistment of those who have been honorably discharged,,
or in addition theroto an increased ra.e of mouthly'
wages mav not bo adcantageoiisly given for ovary 'loourw
able discliargo, so that lor thoso who cioUitabiy serva
their enlistinuDts the iaduceiuent to coutlu .o in th®
navy will incroase with their years of service, until
finally, when they are entitled to retire up«a half pay
for life, aft r an enll-tmont of twenty or more years, a^
now provKind by law, their compensation * ill bo such]
that, their hall pay will pive them a comfortable support
if th <y choose to accept It In lieu of a home at tbe Naval
Asylum.

Additional legislation is also needed to retain the aaa*
vices of those who voluntarily enlist. Puninl.ment cao»
not now reach a deserter except by the tactions and
expensive process of a court martial. It 1m s"ggeatedt
tbat a more summary way to deal with deserters be au«
thorized, and that they be bv law required to serva tb«
full term of enlistment exclusive or tbe time they ma*
have ab*ontcd themselves, as Is nr w provided for tbd
military service, and that they be liable to trial by couri
martial oven If not arrested until after their term of *n3
llsimeut has expired. _ )

It is also recommendod that for the pnr|>ov*a of thai
naval servio the at* of enlist, d per-ouj, as aworq|
to at the tlms of enii><iment. shall 1 c held to be their traa
sge, anil tbat parsons who have doclared tl.eni elvea to
be of the requl lte ago sliall noi t-e diaahar^rd by any
process of court, cither S;ate or federal.

IE XA MlNAT* IX or VOLt'STK-B OFTICBR3. >

Th* board for the examination of volunteer offlcara fog
admission Into tbo regular navy, iu conformity with tha
provisions of the act of July 25, 18M, has been Id aaa«
slon at Intervals during tha entire year, and baa submit*
ted Its final report of oftlcors examined. A Very small
number on foreign service, and some who have bead
recommended for admls Ion under tbe last clause of thai
tnlrd section or tho net under which the board waa coaa
vened have not been Unaiiy examined, aad fur thla puiH
pose it will be necessary to convene a board of oSloem
at some future time. The law gave the department nd
authority to make selections or recommeudatlona, but
left tho wl>ol» matter in the hands of a hoard, which wa0
to select and recommend the authorized number in tha
several grade*, provided so iany were round qualified.'Tba report of the board has not. therefore, received aavj
revision by tba department, and th j nnm a of tba aeval
rat officers f uud quali!.ed will, In accordance with their
reooramendation, be forwarded to you at an catty day.
for transmission to tli* Senat* for confirmation.

baxk or rratt noars.
Tba chiefs of the Kureaus of Me'ilcla* snd 8u

of Provisions and Clotl.ing and of Steam Engines"
bring to tli« notii, . of tbe department tba clalma or (_
respective corps to increased rank. It la urged that
th* recent creation of tbe a*v*rai gradea of admiral,commodore and Imntrnant commander, the rank of iu
ataif corp.^ har, In eilect. l>*en reduced. H a law no
provides for tho appointment or floct sur<oo0s, flat,
pay toasters and (lest engineers, but the rank is onl|
Mmpiirary, ceasing when tbe officer ia d»;«ched
flset duty. Il these grades were made permanent
to embraco a scfticieut number for tb* service require
of tha oflloera standing at tbe hesd of tboir reapaoUva
lists, and tho ronk now temporarily givea to ileetoOoara
and to tbe otbor gradea legailttd, it is thought that tha
auff corp<< would be generally satisfied. It ia andor«
stool that they propos* to bring tke matter of incrattaa1
rack to the nodes of Congres*, and aurh ioh'talattoa aa-
may seam equitable and Just is recommended..

Munir for to* wrTuas stjirm1

A Joint re <>!auon, approve IJFsbruary 23.1S07, sathoiv
lied and directed the H.-cretary of t the Xary, upon,
application of ;ii« contributors, to ua.gu a nubtic tmnI
for the transportation. under a ich regulations aa his
migbt prescribe, to b,.rloaton, favannau and Mobil* oe
any supplies of lood and cloth.tig tbat might to coo*
tnbutad by the poopls of the United State* lor the aa#
of any portion of t lie people of the Souti. _,rn Stated
wbo wfcre sulTeilng iroui the failure of crviu or othe*
eaiiM ^^1

In accordant* with tblt resolution two public vWiste
of tbo navy were put in cnntmiasicm ard axsgued to lit*
purpose indicated. On", the Parvyor, was -laced aft
the disposal of ti.o Anthem Relief Commi.-ii rj at \W
York tba clhor, tbo Kailei, wa- placed at tUo disposalof tba Southern Relief As-tueUtion at Baltimore.
Tbo Purveyor tna.io two trip*, one In M»rch and ou

Id Juno, to tnelMutb, a< far as Mobile. carrying suet*
CHrovlsioae ant othor articles as were plaraU'nn biarf
y tho o )inmis*ioo at New York. Tbo iteiiof aajioC

from Bauiinore in May, and rrocceded to Monile, wiser*
.he discharged bar csr^o and returned.

Aa tha d pertinent bad no initabia vessel of llgfetdraught to enable it to lend provlsioos to vSilmiagto*.Congress, by resolution approved on tbo 29tb of liarot|directed It lo rimrtor a vessel to convey contribution#
from Bsltlmore to tnat point, ft was found, however,,
that tbo euiploymani of the uaual freighting tinea wa»
mors ocnnomii»i, and such supplies as wtre offaroA
were In tbat way transported, at a ovut of 91,^00. N»
appropriation having boon made for this rcrvieo th*
oxpoiu'o w.u del rayed from too contingent f tud of Uit
Department.

ctaiuh »r ofrmtcTORo.
An act of Ougro s approved 'arch 2, 1*97, Ulrecta tfio

Secretary of tt>-> Navy lo Investigate the claim* of con¬
tractors for v<>m»i< of war and ".earn innclita ry for re*
lief, npon a bail- therel* n.vneJ. To give tho seTeral
olaimt a tboroui^ii examination It became nr'O'^iarv ta
convene a boird, a id V> mtuodors J. It Iiarc;i..u1, Chief
r.BKineet J. W. King nnd paymaster 8. Koater sore as*
looted. Tne pesai >n-of toe board . omm^nc nl on tho
8th of July, the several connectors having ptsviousiy
beeu dlrectc t to prc^ara and forward to the Dflparttuea*
a statement i.i del .1 of the several claims, fortified by#
such proois a* they could lurmsh. Tbo board permitteA
each oontracior to appear before them In perwii or by
attorney, and ga»e a patient and starching «ta..i nation
te tue sever il claim*. Tbelr report will bo auba.i.tt4 to
Congrej- at an early dav.

i-*tru;.svm *a row ro* r.**r*<Ti*o
The act a tip ored April 17, 1KW, appropriated f 5,000for testing the me of petroleum %¦> a Itiol under 'nann*

boilers. An elaborate s< rlss oi etp rment* h«ve be< r*
ni.ide nt the New York and Boston Navy Yard*, aa4 .
very full svno[*i° ol tlio inforcut. n gathered la giv*»
In tbo report of the < hlef of tbs Hiir«nu of Stsam Ragl-
nsoring. Th- e!^ncl'iSi<,n arrived at Is .fist, convenience^comfort, hea th and ra.ctr ari sna'nai tbs use of petro-Isum iu si's.-i vessels, and ttiat t!ie only advaotag*
thus far itiow:i is a bot v ry impor'a&i raductiou la hulMl
and weight of luel earned.

THZ STIAMITt u»A«on. '

Tho attention ol the a< pertinent nv been called lo ».
Interest an 1 r ghw of tbo captors la the caaa of th*
Ataszoa This was an iron steaiaor oeptured by »».
Pontlac, Couimander K. B. Looe, on tbo 3d of
lsdi. Mis was appraised hr order .t Bear

« Krra^Aertd to IM cltfAH)


